Newsletter • July 2013
From the chair
Our AGM was held on
24 June, thank you to
those who attended
and it was nice to meet
some new people there.
Full minutes of the AGM
will be available on the
DSO website in due
course, but here are
some of the highlights:
We have a new Secretary – Marion Simons
stood for election and was duly voted in. Sarah
Stevenson, our Treasurer, offered to stand for
election again in the absence of any other people
coming forward, and was voted in. Thank you very
much to both of them, and of course to Emily
Robinson, outgoing Secretary, for her work last
year.
Sarah presented the financial report for the year
ending April 2013 and you will be pleased to know
that we are in good financial shape! We spent
some time talking about ideas of how we could
best use our money, and here are some of the
ideas we discussed:
• More training events, both for parents, schools
and health professionals
• Extending the geographical reach of the Early
Development Groups
• More parties for the whole of DSO
• Sibling-only activities
• Camping trip
• “Welcome to DSO” new baby pack
• More resources to loan out
• Donations to other charities
• Creation of a fundraising pack
This is not an exhaustive list, and you may have
more ideas of your own. Some of the ideas have
been taken away by individuals to work on, others
we will keep in mind for the next year or so.

We wouldn’t be in this fortunate position without
the hard work and generosity of everyone who
has contributed to DSO, either by organising
fundraising events, taking part in sponsored
activities, getting donations from companies or
other sources, and we are extremely grateful to
EVERYONE who has done their bit over the past
year or so. Thank you to everyone.
We now need a few more people to come and help
out and organize some of these fun things we have
planned, so any offers welcome!
Katharine Horrocks

DSO Summer Picnic
Manor Farm, Waterperry
Saturday 10 August, from 12 noon
Bring food to share, your own drinks and
any outdoor games you want to play
PLUS Colonel Custard – Circus Skills and
magic show!
For more details go to www.dsoxford.org.uk
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Thomley Hall visit
On Saturday 22 June, twelve DSO
families had a great day out at Thomley
Hall Activity Centre.
Despite a rainy start to the day the weather
cleared and we were able to spend most of the
time enjoying Thomley’s fantastic outdoor space.
The children had fun kicking footballs around,
riding the trikes and bikes, playing on the swings
and whizzing down the zip wire.
There were plenty of indoor activities too. The
soft play area was a definite favourite for many
of our children, while others had fun dressing up
or making monster pictures in the arts and craft
room.
With Thomley Hall providing such a fun and safe
environment for our children, there were plenty of
opportunities for parents chat to one another over
a cup of tea.

Above: Annabelle & Chloe Sanderson on their trikes
Top right: Robert Horrocks in the sandpit
Middle right: Sim Lings riding a tractor
Bottom right: Owen Lane in the play area
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Train company’s support
for DSO
Down’s Syndrome Oxford (DSO) has
received a donation from First Great
Western after one of the train company’s
employees nominated DSO through a
staff scheme.
Driver training manager Stuart Crawford, from
Berinsfield, whose two-year-old daughter Evie-Mae
has Down’s Syndrome, was one of hundreds of First
Great Western staff members who took part in an
annual engagement survey.
The company invited employees to comment on life
at work and make suggestions for improvements,
which help to form some of the company’s decision
making for their customers’ benefit. For every
survey completed and returned, £1 is donated to a
local charity, nominated by employees; DSO is one
of five organisations helped this year.
Claire Mann, General Manager for First Great
Western’s east region, presented the cheque of
£740 to DSO members during the charity’s ‘stayand-play’ morning at South Abingdon’s Children’s
Centre on 22 May. Claire says, “I am delighted to
be able to make a donation to DSO, which has
been our well-deserved charity nomination thanks
to Stuart highlighting the excellent work it does. I
really hope that this donation will help to continue
to fund the work that has such a positive effect on
Stuart’s family.”

Stuart knows firsthand the support DSO is able
to give. “At first when my wife Jolene and I found
out that Evie-Mae had Down’s Syndrome, it was a
whole new world for us,” admits Stuart. “We were
really worried about what the future might hold for
us. DSO welcomed us straight away and we met
other parents, who shared their life stories, which
settled our nerves and prepared us for the future.”
Evie-Mae is also currently undergoing extensive
chemotherapy for Acute Myeloid Leukemia and
received a Little Star award from Cancer Research
earlier this year. 			

DSO at Turnpike Beer Festival (13 July)
The owner of the Turnpike Pub in Begbroke (nr
Kidlington), where we hold our Committee Meetings,
has kindly invited DSO to hold a couple of fundraising
stalls at their popular Beer Festival over the weekend
of 13/14 July. DSO will be running stalls on the
Saturday 13th only.
We would be most grateful for any donations
or items or time to help or support the event.
Lucy Sanderson is running a tombola and we are
looking for prize donations (any items must be new
and unopened). So please have a look through your
drawers for spare or unwanted gifts and contact Lucy
so collection can be arranged at
lottery@dsoxford.org.uk or 01869 327055.

Stuart Crawford and Katharine Horrocks with
FGW’s Claire Mann

Emily Robinson is running a cake stall. If you are
able to bake (or have friends who can) a cake,
cupcakes, cookies, traybakes, biscuits or any other
delicious delights, please let Emily know and she can
arrange collection just before 13 July or donations
can be brought along on the day. Contact Emily at
info@dsoxford.org.uk or 01869 347194.
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DSO Lottery – update
The DSO Lottery was launched last
November as a new fundraising initiative
for the charity.
It’s a very easy way to donate money to DSO with
the added benefit of a chance to win a cash prize.
Numbers are sold for £5 each per month and a
draw takes place on the fourth Wednesday of every
month.
A percentage of the monies raised are given to DSO
each month. Here are details of the lucky winners
since the last newsletter:
February
1st prize - £27.00
2nd prize - £16.20
3rd prize - £10.80

Sally Dubock
Diana McMahon
Emily & Matt Robinson

March
1st prize - £34.00
2nd prize - £20.40
3rd prize - £13.60

Jo & Stu Crawford
Netty Lings
Katharine & Mark Horrocks

April
1st prize - £36.00
2nd prize - £21.60
3rd prize - £14.40

Andrew Partner
Jo & Stu Crawford
Netty Lings

May
1st prize - £38.00
2nd prize - £22.80
3rd prize - £15.20

Diana McMahon
Pippa Rees
Will Foulds

June
1st prize - £38.00
2nd prize - £22.80
3rd prize - £15.20

Rachel and Gary Lane
Katharine & Mark Horrocks
Andrew Partner

The more numbers we sell each month, the bigger
the cash prizes and the more money we raise
for DSO! To take part in the DSO Lottery simply
complete a registration form (and standing order
mandate if you would like us to arrange your
standing order). Forms are on the next few pages
and on the DSO website.

Free Mencap ‘planning
for the future’ event
Thursday 19th September, 12.30-2.30pm
Oxford Town Hall, St Aldates OX1 1BX
If someone in your family has a learning disability,
you can take steps to ensure their finances are
well looked after when you are no longer around.
Mencap have organised a FREE information session
where you can find out more about setting up
Wills and Trusts for the benefit of someone with a
learning disability.
There will be a local legal professional speaking,
who has experience of drafting wills for the benefit
of people with a learning disability.
These seminars are always popular so book your
place as soon as possible by ringing Mencap on
020 7696 6925.
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Cake gamble fundraiser
Inner Wheel Club of Sinodun (Wallingford)
kindly held a ‘Cake Gamble’ stall on St
George’s Day in Wallingford town centre,
raising £137 for DSO.
Thank you to all the ladies involved on the day
and to everyone who made cakes – they looked
amazing.
Helen Kingdon has been invited to have dinner
with some of the ladies from the Inner Wheel in
July at The Springs and looks forward to chatting
about DSO.

DSO Monthly Fundraising Lottery
You are invited to join the DSO Monthly Fundraising
Lottery to raise money for Down’s Syndrome
Oxford.
Participants purchase a number for £5 each month.
This number is included in a monthly draw.
Prize money will be 40% of the net monthly
takings. If we sell 100 tickets per month you could
win:
st
1 Prize £100
2nd Prize £60
3rd Prize £40
The easiest way to join is to set up an online
monthly payment from your bank and email the
completed application form to us.

OR you can set up a monthly standing order by
completing both forms and posting them to us.
OR pay annually by sending us a cheque for £60
with the completed application form.
See the application form, standing order form and
DSO monthly lottery rules on the following pages.
DSO Lottery Administrators:
Lucy Sanderson/Amanda Foulds
Email lottery@dsoxford.org.uk
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DSO	
  Monthly	
  Lottery	
  Application	
  Form	
  
Applicant	
  Details:	
  
Name	
  
Address	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Telephone	
  
Email	
  
Date	
  of	
  application	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

Numbers:	
  
I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  DSO	
  Lottery	
  and	
  agree	
  to	
  purchase	
  (please	
  select	
  as	
  appropriate):	
  
	
  	
  1	
  Number	
  (£5	
  per	
  month)	
  	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  2	
  Numbers	
  (£10	
  per	
  month)	
  	
   	
  
	
  	
  3	
  Numbers	
  (£15	
  per	
  month)	
  	
   	
  	
  

Other	
  amount	
  @	
  £5	
  each	
  (please	
  specify)	
  	
  £	
  

	
  

	
  

Method	
  of	
  Payment:	
  
Payment	
  for	
  the	
  DSO	
  Lottery	
  can	
  be	
  made	
  MONTHLY	
  by	
  an	
  ONLINE	
  TRANSFER	
  or	
  STANDING	
  ORDER	
  
or	
  ANNUALLY	
  by	
  CHEQUE/CASH.	
  Please	
  tick	
  as	
  appropriate:	
  
	
  

	
  ONLINE	
  TRANSFER	
  
I	
  will	
  set	
  up	
  an	
  online	
  transfer	
  with	
  my	
  bank	
  on	
  1st	
  of	
  each	
  month	
  for	
  a	
  payment	
  	
  
of	
  	
  	
  £	
  
	
  	
  to	
  the	
  DSO	
  Lottery	
  Account.	
  	
  Please	
  include	
  your	
  name	
  as	
  reference.	
  Account	
  
number:	
  29786768	
  	
  	
  Sort	
  code:	
  30-‐80-‐45	
  
	
  

	
  MONTHLY	
  STANDING	
  ORDER	
  	
  
I	
  will	
  complete	
  the	
  attached	
  standing	
  order	
  form	
  for	
  	
  	
  £	
  
address	
  below	
  with	
  this	
  application	
  form.	
  

	
  per	
  month	
  and	
  send	
  it	
  to	
  the	
  

	
  

	
  CHEQUE/CASH	
  	
  	
  
I	
  will	
  send	
  a	
  payment	
  of	
  £	
  
	
  	
  (£60	
  per	
  number	
  annually)	
  to	
  the	
  address	
  below	
  with	
  this	
  
application	
  form.	
  Cheques	
  should	
  be	
  made	
  payable	
  to	
  DSO	
  Lottery	
  Account.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
th
Payment	
  
	
   must	
  be	
  in	
  the	
  DSO	
  Lottery	
  Account	
  by	
  10 	
  of	
  each	
  month	
  to	
  be	
  entered	
  into	
  that	
  month’s	
  draw.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
PLEASE	
  RETURN	
  COMPLETED	
  FORMS	
  TO:-‐	
  
By	
  email:	
  lottery@dsoxford.org.uk	
  
By	
  post:	
  Lucy	
  Sanderson,	
  DSO	
  Monthly	
  Lottery,	
  203	
  Avocet	
  Way,	
  Bicester,	
  Oxfordshire,	
  OX26	
  6YW	
  
	
  

Office	
  use	
  only	
  

Number(s)	
  allocated	
   	
  
	
  
Start	
  date	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

DSO	
  Monthly	
  Lottery	
  Standing	
  Order	
  Mandate	
  
	
  

	
  

Please	
  print	
  and	
  fill	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  below	
  return	
  to	
  DSO	
  with	
  your	
  application	
  form.	
  

Customer	
  Details	
  

(all	
  unshaded	
  boxes	
  must	
  be	
  completed)	
  
	
  

To:	
  	
  The	
  Manager	
  
Your	
  Bank/Building	
  Society	
  Name:	
  	
  	
  

Your	
  Bank/Building	
  Society	
  Full	
  Address	
  inc.	
  
the	
  post	
  code.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
Please	
  set	
  up	
  the	
  following	
  Standing	
  Order	
  and	
  debit	
  my/our	
  account	
  accordingly:	
  
Account	
  Name	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Sort	
  Code	
  

Account	
  Number	
  
Name	
  of	
  Person/Organisation	
  	
  
Bank	
  and	
  Branch	
  Name	
  	
  
Account	
  Number	
  	
  
Sort	
  Code	
  	
  
Payment	
  reference	
  	
  
(please	
  enter	
  your	
  name)	
  
Amount	
  of	
  payment	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
PAYEE	
  DETAILS	
  

DSO	
  Lottery	
  Account	
  	
  
Lloyds	
  TSB	
  Bank	
  	
  	
  
Headington	
  Branch	
  
29786768	
  
30-‐80-‐45	
  

	
  
PAYMENT	
  DETAILS	
  
£	
  

(£5.00	
  per	
  number	
  per	
  month)	
  

	
  

Monthly	
  
Date	
  of	
  payment	
  each	
  month	
  
	
  	
  
When	
  would	
  you	
  like	
  the	
  first	
  payment	
  to	
  be	
  
	
  
Frequency	
  of	
  payment	
  

made?	
  
When	
  would	
  you	
  like	
  the	
  final	
  payment	
  to	
  
be	
  made?	
  (We	
  request	
  you	
  sign	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  DSO	
  

	
  

Monthly	
  Lottery	
  for	
  a	
  minimum	
  of	
  12	
  months.	
  
Please	
  either	
  enter	
  a	
  final	
  payment	
  date,	
  or	
  insert	
  the	
  
words	
  ‘Until	
  further	
  notice’	
  in	
  which	
  case	
  your	
  payments	
  
will	
  be	
  made	
  until	
  you	
  cancel	
  this	
  instruction)	
  

Customer	
  signature(s)	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Date	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

CONFIRMATION	
  
	
  
	
  

Registered	
  Charity	
  Number:	
  	
  1103850	
  

Down’s Syndrome Oxford Lottery Rules
1. The subscription to the DSO Lottery for one number/share shall be £5 per month payable
by 10th of the month. This will give members one number which will be placed in a
monthly draw. There is no provision to opt in/out on a month by month basis.
2. Members may have and are encouraged to have multiple subscriptions.
3. Anybody over 18 years can become a member of the lottery and you are encouraged to
get family and friends to join.
4. Payment should be paid monthly into the Down Syndrome Oxford’s allocated bank account
by an online standing order or one year in advance by cash or cheque to the charity.
5. Each member is allocated a permanent number per share in the monthly draw. This
number shall remain the member’s provided their subscription is up to date.
6. A member is eligible for inclusion in the draw so long as the subscription for that month
has been paid. If paid by BACs or Standing Order the money must be received in the
correct DSO account by 10th of each month to be eligible in that months draw.
7. There shall be one prize draw per month. The draw will take place on the 4th Wednesday
of each month. With at least 3 DSO members present. Amendments may be made to
carry out the draw on a different day if deemed necessary.
8. Monthly prizes will be awarded according for each month as follows:
¥ 40% of the month’s net payments shall make up the prize fund
(max £200)
¥ This will be paid out each month as 3 prizes - 50% First prize (max £100) 30%
Second Prize (max £60)and 20% Third Prize (max £40).
¥ The remaining 60% of the net payments will be allocated to the
Down’s Syndrome Oxford Charity.
9. The DSO lottery administrators will post the winners a cheque within a reasonable period
after the monthly draw.
10. Results will be placed in the newsletter and on the Down Syndrome Oxford’s web site.
11. The allocation of numbers and draw results will be available on request from the DSO
lottery administrators.
12. Members wishing to leave the lottery should give two months notice.
13. The decision of the Down’s Syndrome Oxford Committee shall be final in all matters
requiring adjudication.
14. The Down’s Syndrome Oxford Committee shall also have the power to amend or revoke
these rules at their absolute discretion with such reasonable notice to the lottery members
as is necessary.	
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DOWN’S SYNDROME OXFORD
10+ CLUB SUMMER PICNIC
Cutteslowe Park
Sunday 14th July 2013 – 12pm onwards
Bring your own Picnic
Game of Rounders
All 10+ families welcome
Meet in Carpark, please ring Rachel : 01608
677861 for more details. Check website on morning in case
of cancellation due to weather

Above the clouds
For Christmas 2012 17 year-old Sophie Johnson from Enstone received a voucher
to do a tandem skydive. She quickly decided that she wanted to try and raise some
money for DSO because of all the help and support the charity has given her family
since her sister Emma was born in 2002.
On Friday 31 May Sophie did her skydive watched by family and friends. She left the plane at 15,000 feet
and was freefalling at 120mph before her parachute opened. Through her JustGiving account she has
raised over £200.Well done Sophie!
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Full of life!

A few snapshots of our children enjoying
themselves!

Clockwise from top left:
Jack Gill as Henry VIII on Tudor Day at school
Jack Stevenson keeping calm!
Joseph Stacey down on the beach
Jack Stevenson & Lucy Robinson: good friends!
Hannah Dubock as a lion cub in a dance show
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18+ Club update
Singing, dancing and the world’s
greatest beans on toast!
Co-ordinators Bill, James and Otto write:
We’ve had a very busy spring time schedule!
First we went to Oxford Castle Unlocked
followed by lunch at the Big Bang sausage
restaurant – mmmm! The Castle tour was really
good fun, not too spooky but still exciting. And
without doubt, we would all recommend the Big
Bang, possibly the best service ever at a restaurant
and the food was just as good!
Next up, was an open top bus tour around

It was a really nice afternoon, we had a long chat
and talked about lots of fun ideas. The group has
been going just over a year now and we are really
beginning to get to know each other well.
And then in June we went to James and Otto’s
house for a BBQ. We were very happy to invite a
new member along, Millie, who I am confident in
saying had a great time, as did we all.
James and Otto’s mum, Lucy, prepared a delicious
feast for us which we gobbled up, before we went
into the Flying Frog Theatre (the Baxters’ very
own, specially made garden theatre!), to show off
our talents to each other.
Otto started us off with karaoke, before Mark and
Daisy gave us a glimpse of their refined dancing
style. Danny followed this up with some freestyle
dancing of his own, all of whom were expertly
compered by young Rafi Baxter.
Also on stage was Titus Baxter, who will be turning
18 in September. This was a good taster of the
18+group for him, as he will be joining us as soon
as he is old enough.

Oxford city centre. We thought it was “out of this
world!”. We were a bit worried about the weather
but we managed to dodge the rain, just about!

The next group is on Saturday 13 July, when we
are planning a trip to the beach in Bournemouth.

Several people liked the audio commentary which
gave you lots of history and interesting facts about
Oxford which we didn’t know before. Others just
enjoyed the ride. Either way, it was good to have
some new views of our home town.
Then May came and we met at the church in
Iffley village for a walk over the lock and along
the tow path to the Isis pub. It was a bit cloudy
but we saw lots of pretty blossom at the lock and
loads of geese and ducks.
We sat inside at the pub and had a very hearty
and delicious lunch. If you’ve not been to the Isis,
it comes highly recommended – don’t miss the
world’s greatest beans on toast!
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Primary Club update
Picnic and pony
trekking
Co-ordinator Elsa Gill writes:
In May the Primary Club met at Shotover Country Park
for a Sunday afternoon picnic and pony trekking. It
was great to see a large turnout of families, despite the
slightly grey weather.
There were three different-sized ponies available to ride
so all sizes and ages were catered for, including adults.
Smallest was tiny Shetland pony Sam, then Teddy and
finally a beautiful black Welsh Cross called Grace who
was mainly ridden by the older siblings in the group.
A few nervous children were happy to simply sit on
a stationary pony or to pet it while others surprised
their parents by bravely having a go and some
couldn’t wait to climb up and get riding! The children
took turns to be lead on short rides meaning each
child was able to have several rides.

The lovely setting of Shotover also provided the
opportunity for some tree climbing and games of footie
as well as a picnic under the trees.

10+ Club update
Co-ordinator Rachel Johnson writes:
After a really enjoyable launch event for the 10+ Club – Bowling in Bicester – it is time to
get together again!
It would be great to see as many 10+ Club families as possible at a picnic on Sunday 14 July in Cutteslowe
Park, Oxford. Hopefully the weather will be kind and we can enjoy a game of rounders while catching up
and planning future events, as well as enjoying the park activities. (see advert on page 9)
If anyone has any ideas of events, day outs, social activities that you would like your club to organise.
Please let Rachel Johnson know – see the back cover for contact details.
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Pre-school Club
update
Co-ordinator Helen Kingdon
writes:
The pre-school group had a lovely trip to Beale
Park and the weather stayed dry just long enough
for us! The playground was the biggest hit and
we played, walked, had lunch and got on the train
together!
The kids had a great time and we hope that to visit
Beale Park again soon. Thanks to all the families
who came – see you all again soon!
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Early Development Groups
The Early Development Groups continue
to go well. They are offered to all our preschool members and children will be invited
to attend soon after their 1st birthday,
depending on space availability in the
groups.
In order to plan ahead for the groups, it is
important to register your interest as early as
possible. If you would like to register your child
for the Early Development Groups, then please
fill out the form ‘Registration of Interest’ form
on the opposite page and post to Netty Lings
(EDG administrator). Alternatively, there is a form
available on the DSO website that can be emailed.

Stay and Play at South Abingdon
Children’s Centre
Wednesday 9.30am - 12pm
throughout the school summer
holidays
All aged children from DSO welcome

The groups are 40 minutes long and take place on
Wednesday mornings during term time at South
Abingdon Children’s Centre. While the EDGs are
taking place, we also have use of the main play
room and kitchen at the Children’s Centre for our
Stay and Play sessions.
We welcome families to arrive early, and or stay
after their group to enjoy getting to know other
families in DSO. Families of younger children
who are not yet attending an EDG are extremely
welcome to come to the Stay and Play sessions.
EDGs won’t run over the summer holidays, but
Stay and Play sessions will – every Wednesday,
9.30-12, so see you there!

The groups are run by two of our DSO mums:
Sally Dubock (pictured above with Seren Kingdon)
and Colette Lloyd. Sally is an experienced Primary
School Teacher and mum to Hannah aged 5 (with
Down’s Syndrome) and Jessica aged 8. Colette is
currently training to be a Speech and Language
Therapist and has four children. Her second eldest,
Katie aged 15, has Down’s Syndrome.
The aim of the groups is to provide activities for
parents to practise at home with their children
to aid their overall development, but with an
emphasis on communication. Makaton signing is
used during the sessions.

Phoenix cards
10% of all sales of Phoenix greeting cards made through friend of DSO, Yvonne Voyce, will go towards our
work.
You can order at https://www.phoenix-trading.co.uk/web/yvonnevoyce and please indicate you are from
DSO. Yvonne will be attending Stay and Play around the beginning of October with the Christmas range.
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Early Development Groups
Registration of Interest Form
If you would like to register your child to attend the Early Development Groups please complete the
information below and send it to Netty Lings.
We need these details so that we can plan for your child to attend as soon as a place is available,
from approximately twelve months onwards. We do offer a crèche for siblings.
The aims of the group are to develop communication skills and general development through
group activities and to coach parents to build on communication skills within everyday activities at
home. There is an emphasis on using sign language (Makaton) to aid communication.
The groups run during term time on a Wednesday morning at South Abingdon Children’s
Centre.
The groups are provided by the charity ‘Down’s Syndrome Oxford’ which is a small parent-run
charity. They are only made possible through funds we have raised and we are always looking for
more of our members to help us with fundraising.
For more information, please see the DSO website. www.dsoxford.org.uk or contact Netty Lings
(contact details below).

Child’s Surname
Child’s Forename(s)

Boy /

Girl

Child’s Date of Birth
Parents’ Names
Home Address

Telephone Number
Mobile Number
Email Address
If you have other children who will need childcare during the session, please give
information here so that we can arrange sufficient staff for the crèche. We must have
advanced notice of any children requiring the use of our CRB checked, qualified staff.
Please return to :
Netty Lings, either by post or email
24 Saxel Close, Aston, Bampton. OX18 2EB.
Tel: 01993 852 391 Email: netty@lings.me.uk
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Picture perfect!
Colin Robinson, grandfather
to DSO’s Lucy who is 6 with
DS, is the custodian of a rare
set of monochrome negatives
shot by his close friend, the
late graphic designer and
photographer John Aston.
In 1962, he was
commissioned to take pictures of pop
artist and aspiring actress Pauline
Boty. Boty, born 1938, is regarded
as one of the founders of British
pop art; she was the only woman
in the movement. A student at the
Royal College of Art, she associated
with (now Sir) Peter Blake, David Hockney, Derek
Boshier and Peter Philips.
A small number of these pictures were published
in Men Only in March 1963 but few have been
seen publicly since. A print from this collection is
now held by the National Portrait Gallery; another
image is with Tate Modern. They remain the
copyright of John’s estate.

Martina Selway, the late John Aston’s wife, and
family friend, declared that any money Colin made
from the sale or reproduction of the negatives
for John’s pictures should be donated to Down’s
Syndrome Oxford. To date, Pauline Boty’s
pictures have raised a brilliant £1,720 for
DSO.

An exhibition including several of John’s photos
opened in June at Mach Shau gallery in Soho.
This show coincides with an important exhibition
of her work running now until November at the
Wolverhampton Art Gallery.

If you are interested in looking at more about
Pauline Boty, please visit
www.colinrobinson.com/Boty

Jack the Daytripper
The organisation Daytrippers (http://
daytrippers.org.uk) was founded in
2003 to help children with disabilities,
life limiting or terminal illnesses enjoy
amazing experiences that might
otherwise not be available to them.
They do this by providing funding for group
daytrips (minimum of eight children with
disabilities) and organising Daytripper’s own larger
scale events. To date Daytrippers has helped over
20,000 children enjoy some fantastic trips.
One of Daytrippers’ current ambassadors is
DSO’s very own Jack Stevenson (6). Jack recently
attended two of the organisations events: Music
Making March at The Henry Wood Hall, London,
and London Zoo, where he took Lucy Robinson for
a fantastic day out.
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Daytrippers’
website
reported: “In
the afternoon
we met up with
our Youngest
Ambassador,
Jack, who
brought his
best friend
Lucy along
with him
for the experience of a lifetime. Jack and Lucy
were privileged enough to feed the giraffes
their afternoon meal of carrots and branches.
Overwhelmed by the giraffes’ beauty and grace,
both Jack and Lucy felt very safe being so close
and remarked on the size of the hungry Giraffe’s
tongues. When we asked Lucy which giraffe was
her favourite she replied “THE CARROTS!”

A slippery slope – to writing success!
You’ve probably heard of the fantastic
charity Cerebra – but did you know
they had an innovation centre based at
Swansea Met University?
Emily and Matt Robinson applied to the centre for a
specialist writing slope for their daughter Lucy (6)
– and they’ve been delighted with what it’s been
able to do for her, as Emily writes.
“Lucy’s Complex Needs Advisory Teacher had
suggested that we try a writing slope to encourage
her to put her hand down whilst holding the pencil
to enable her to have greater control. We initially
borrowed a slope from a friend’s daughter but both
Lucy and her Teaching Assistants got fed up with
the paper and books sliding off the bottom edge.
Also, we quickly discovered that Lucy found it
much easier to read her books when they were
much more vertical in front of her face, which
meant she was reading through her glasses rather
than over the top of them when the book was on a
flat surface.
“So, we started to look around for a slope that
would enable Lucy to both read and write more
effectively. There were very few adjustable
slopes on the market and none that would allow
such extreme differences in angle to maximise
both reading and writing positions… and also
very few that had a lip on the bottom to stop
the paper sliding off. Those that were closer
to what we needed were fiendishly expensive.
Someone jokingly said to me I needed to go on a
carpentry course and make one myself! And then I
remembered Cerebra’s innovation team!

“Having made contact with Ross I was amazed and
delighted at how quickly he responded and also
how willing he was to take on our challenge. I
quickly drew some very basic design requirements
on paper, scanned them and emailed them to Ross.
He kept us up-to-date on a regular basis as to how
things were progressing and then in February a
great big exciting box arrived.
“What arrived far surpassed any expectations we
had. The amount of thought for Lucy’s needs that
had been put into the design was fantastic and
what’s more it was pink! With a great carrying
handle, magnetic book support and secret drawer
full of lovely pens and pencils (which her class
mates were very envious of!). We instantly saw a
difference not only in her fine motor skills but most
importantly her willingness to write. The writing
slope sits proudly on her table in her classroom
waiting for her each day!

More Adventures of Edmund and Martha
Angela Bettoni, a 12-year-old girl with Down’s Syndrome, who
used to be a DSO member, has just published her second book!
Her mother, Dr Ramani Bettoni writes, “I think some of the DSO members enjoyed
her first book, so they may like to hear about this one. It’s on the same characters,
Edmund and Martha, and is called More Adventures of Edmund and Martha, but is a
thicker volume.
“Angela recently had an EP assessment, where her reading and comprehension
scores were rated age 12 (way above her other skills). So I guess it’s fair to say she
is a very able child with DS, at least in terms of literacy. However, I think especially
mothers with younger children will be encouraged to hear about Angela’s achievements. She loves reading
and writing, and spends most of her time doing one of these things!”
The book is available from amazon.co.uk priced £9.50.

17

Gift Aid declaration

Please tick appropriate response:

� I would like DSO to reclaim the tax on all donations I’ve made
since April 2000 and all my future donations until further notice. I
understand that I must pay an amount of income tax or capital gains
tax at least equal to the tax DSO reclaims on my donation(s).
�

I am not a UK taxpayer

I enclose my gift of £____________ (cheque/PO payable to Down’s Syndrome Oxford)
OR
A regular gift of £___________ per month/quarter/year (delete as applicable)
Commencing on the _____ (day ____________ (month) _________(year)
Name of bank: ____________________________________________________
Address of bank: ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________________Postcode: ___________
Current Account No: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Sort Code: _ _ - _ _ - _ _

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ____/____/______
Bank ref:

(completed by DSO)

Bank Instructions: please pay the above amount on the same day of every
month/quarter/year (as indicated) thereafter to Lloyds TSB bank (30-94-04) for the
account of Down’s Syndrome Oxford (a/c 01154094).
Please return this slip to DSO, not your bank, c/o Treasurer DSO, Sarah Stevenson,
12 Green Close, Bicester, Oxfordshire, OX26 6QU
We will not share your information with any other organizations.

Your Name: ________________________________________
Your Address: _______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Postcode: __________________________________________

Registered Charity No. 1103850

Finances 2012-13

Donations (March-June 13)

Income and expenditure accounts for the
year ended 31 March 2013, as presented
by Sarah Stevenson at the DSO AGM,
24 June 2013

The following money has been given or
raised for DSO in the last few months, for
which we’re extremely grateful.

Note: money is unrestricted unless stated

Janet Gill’s legacy 			
£3,000
Wallingford Welsh Group donation £500
Phoenix cards (Stay and Play)
£11.92
Davies family				£20
Jo Sumner donation 			
£41
Toys r us tin shake 			
£132.55
Mrs Williams (Jo Sumners aunt’s)
birthday party 				£125
Mrs Joyce Fogden funeral donation £103.73
Ebay sales (Matt and Emily) 		
£37
Colin Robinson (Boty sales)		
£720
First Great Western 			
£740
Maureen Turner’s father’s 100th
birthday party 				£100
AM Hughes 				£20

Income
Donations & gifts
£27,693 (unrestricted)
				£4,400 (restricted)
				
£32,093 - total
Other income		
Interest received

£936
£8

Total income for 2012-13
(Total income for 2011-12		

£33,037
£16,980)

Expenditure
Early Devt Groups
£4,384 (unrestricted)
				£3,600 (restricted)
				
£7,984 - total
Other expenditure
£1,660
Primary Club		
£55 (unrestricted)
				£800 (restricted)
				
£855 - total
Adult Club		
£340
Other fees		
£285
Preschool Club		
£207
Fundraising expenses £120
Secretarial		 £23

Total spending for 2012-13
(Total spending for 2011-12

£11,483
£22,522)

For more information and the accounts in
full, go to our website or contact Sarah
Stevenson.

				

They include:

Through JustGiving so far:
Clare Jackson 60km walk 		
£370
Sophie Johnson Sky dive 		
£180
Catherine and David Crowfoot
Blenheim Triathlon 			
£300
Rob Brody Iron man 			
£40
Sarah Fonge 				£20
A huge thanks as well to all those who give
regularly by standing order. You can use the
form on the previous page to send one-off or
regular gifts.
-------------------------------------------------------

Please remember to fill in a GIFT AID
declaration for your donations wherever
possible.
There is no extra cost to you and the process is
simple. It means that DSO receives an extra 28p
for every £1 given to us by UK taxpayers.
If you need any guidance on this, please contact
DSO treasurer Sarah Stevenson (details on the
back cover).
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Contact us
Chair				
Katharine Horrocks		
chair@dsoxford.org.uk		

01844 261424

Secretary
Marion Simon			secretary@dsoxford.org.uk		01608 811781
Treasurer			
Sarah Stevenson		

treasurer@dsoxford.org.uk		

07833 546359

Assistant Treasurer
Emily Robinson							01869 347194
Fundraising Opportunities
Elsa Gill			primary@dsoxford.org.uk		01865 741216
DSO Lottery Organisers
Amanda Foulds/
Lucy Sanderson		

lottery@dsoxford.org.uk		

01865 875832

Newsletter Editor, Database & Media Officer
Andrew Dubock		
media@dsoxford.org.uk		

07747 018147

Website Manager
Matt & Emily Robinson

website@dsoxford.org.uk 		

01869 347194

New Parent Contact
Michelle Blackstock 		

info@dsoxford.org.uk			

01865 376934

Pre-School Club Co-ordinator
Helen Kingdon			preschool@dsoxford.org.uk		01491 200559
Primary Club Co-Ordinator
Elsa Gill			primary@dsoxford.org.uk		01865 741216
10+ Club Co-ordinator
Rachel Johnson		

10plus@dsoxford.org.uk		

01608 677861

18+ Co-ordinator (adults group)		
Bill, Otto and James		
18plus@dsoxford.org.uk		

01235 209109

Early Development Group Administrator
Netty Lings			edgs@dsoxford.org.uk		01993 852391
Early Development Group Leaders
Colette Lloyd (01993 883707) Sally Dubock (01235 528998)

Website: http://www.dsoxford.org.uk
General enquiries email address: info@dsoxford.org.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/dsoxford
Twitter: http://twitter.com/DownsOxford @DownsOxford

Registered charity number: 1103850

With thanks to First Move direct marketing in High Wycombe
who very generously prints and mails our newsletter free-of-charge.
The deadline for the November issue of the newsletter is Monday 30 Sept. We welcome any
text or photos about your child enjoying themselves – not necessarily at a DSO event.

Please send material to the editor Andrew Dubock at media@dsoxford.org.uk

